	Holbeck Neighbourhood Forum  

Minutes of the meeting held on

23rd February 2013 
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Present:

	Councillor Angela Gabriel

Councillor Adam Ogilvie

Anne Hopper (Holbeck Area Residents Association)

Ian Pickup (Holbeck in Bloom)

Dennis Kitchen (Voice of Holbeck)

Ann Hepburn 

Neil Ward 

Steve Peacock (Cross Ingrams Residents Association)

Dawn Wright 

Roy Cadman

Diane Clayden

Andrea Edwards

Margaret Bingham

Pauline Rayson

Steve Williamson

Linda Barry 

P. Philbin

Jessica Keenan

Kate Alty

F. Cooke

Mat Schofield

Steve Blackburn

Mrs I. Smith

Mr K. Green

Mrs J Ford

Ayanda Clack

Malick Clack

T Benson
	E. Priestley

Graciela McIntyre 

A. Thornton

Ken Tidswell (Friends of Holbeck Cemetery)

Eve Tidswell (Friends of Holbeck Cemetery)

Lucy Potter 

John Cummins (Groundwork Leeds)

A. Durkin

Danisa Baloyi

Jason Colbeck 

Harvey Pritchard (Planning Aid/Leeds Met University)

Will Sparling (Planning Aid Volunteer)

Mike Dando (Planning Aid England)

Tony Ray (Planning Aid Volunteer)

Nicholas Mahey (Planning Aid Volunteer

Ying Ho (Planning Aid Volunteer)

Jo Hill (Planning Aid Volunteer)

Dan Starkey (Planning Aid Volunteer)

Simon Bradley

Edward Wills (Planning Aid Volunteer)
James Preece (Planning Aid Volunteer)

PCSO Claire Leech (West Yorkshire Police)
R Stringer (West Yorkshire Police)

H. Oldfield (West Yorkshire Police)

Laura Clark (Slung Low)

S Mondesil

D. Senior (Holbeck Christian Fellowship)

Sonny Garewal (Holbeck Elderly Aid)

Ian Mackay (LCC)

Steve Ross (LCC) 

	1.0
	Welcome
	Action

	1.1
	Dennis Kitchen welcomed everyone to the meeting..
	

	1.2
	Apologies had been received from Hilary Benn MP, Cllr David Congreve, Jennifer Kirby, Christine Schofield, Wayne Noteman, Andrew McLaughlin, Juliet Bennet, PCSO.  


	

	2.0
	Current progress
	

	2.1
	Dennis emphasised the need to get out the message about the Neighbourhood Plan. Many residents and businesses still to be involved. A letter has been sent to businesses about the Plan but so far no responses have been received. In response to a suggestion about personal visits, Dennis said he will take the lead in visiting businesses. Graciela McIntyre said that she had approached a few businesses but they had said ‘they don’t want to get involved with the Council’. We need to make it clear that the Plan isn’t the Council’s plan.  
	Dennis

	2.2
	Dennis asked those present to sign up for the publicity or content of plan task groups. 
	

	2.3
	In response to a question about timescales, it was hoped that it would take a maximum of two years to develop the Plan and get it adopted by LCC as a statutory plan. A draft plan could be ready by February 2014. 
	

	2.4
	Membership of the Forum: Dennis said that those who lived, worked or did business in Holbeck could become members and able to vote.  Those  who had an interest, concern or affiliation to Hollbeck could become supporters who would not be able to vote. 


	

	3.0
	Report back from the workshop discussions
	

	3.1
	The first part of the morning had involved group discussions about two of six themes that members of each group decided to discuss. The facilitators from the discussions reported back on the top issue that had been raised. 
	

	3.2
	Community facilities

· There is a need for joined up community facilities to benefit everybody – old and young – but there was no agreement about which building this should be. 

· Nothing for different age groups in the area e.g. for families; it was too far to go to other facilities e.g. John Charles Centre for Sport.  
	

	3.3
	Environment
· Need to do something to improve appearance of Holbeck e.g. Domestic Street; need quick wins to improve local image and appearance of area. 
· Need to improve look of area so people want to move here and invest here. 

· Need to tackle problem of binyards

· Need to tackle flytipping. 

· Need for more frequent collections for bulky items. 

· Need to improve streets and pavements
	

	3.4 
	Transport
· Area is cut off from other parts of city. Need to improve connectivity.
· Need to improve buses – often have to go into city centre to then go out to other places. Capacity – buses are often full.

· Holbeck is close to the city centre and has easy access to motorways. 
	

	3.5
	Housing

· Existing housing needs to be repaired and improved. 

· Housing to be provided for local people. 

· Need to improve the mix of housing – this would bring in people and businesses.
	

	3.6
	Business and employment
· Disconnect between local businesses and residents

· It would be good to get businesses involved in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

· Businesses to provide employment and placement/work experience.
	

	3.7
	General

· There is a good opportunity in Holbeck to develop a Plan that will have a significant impact and therefore can be more daring about we can ask for. 

· Chance through the Plan to spend proceeds of Community Infrastructure Levy on what residents want.


	

	4
	What’s happening in Holbeck
	

	4.1
	Housing PFI: 
Anne Hopper said there had been no feedback from the Council for the last 18 months, however, the Council had now agreed to give a regular update every two months even if there has been no progress. The government has changed how the scheme should be funded – this has now to be borrowed through government bonds which should save significant sums in interest charges. She hopes that we will find out by October if this approach is possible. 
	

	4.2
	Other changes to the PFI scheme mean that certain areas that were proposed for demolition e.g. the Malverns will be refurbished rather than demolished.  The refurbishment of existing housing will be the first priority of the PFI project. 

	

	5
	Any other business 
	

	5.1
	Ian Pickup talked about the Big Switch – a community energy approach so that people can get the best deals from suppliers.  
	

	
	
	

	6
	Next meeting
	

	6.1
	Agreed that Saturday mid morning was a good time for a meeting. The date and time of the next meeting will be circulated.  
	Dennis


